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"It's in your face."
"No—I—at least, I was only imagining	" He broke
off, shot a laughing glance at Lewis to discover how much
he had guessed, and added, with the mockery of a sigh:
"Anyhow, I don't believe the theory holds water. I dare
say we are irresponsible in a way. Still, even here, one has
to conform—up to a point. Your sins find you out."
"Sins?" Lewis said. "Oh, you mean women—is that
it?... I didn't say we were irresponsible, but that we were
responsible only to ourselves."
"I don't see the difference. . . . And if I was thinking
of women—which I wasn't," Ballater said, acknowledging
his own lie in an unconcealed smile—"suppose one did
have a go with some girl up here, well, wouldn't that be
inside the brackets, too? The thing wouldn't drag on, as
it would at home—women are liable to take everything
seriously if they have the chance. For ever and ever, amen.
But here there'd be no for ever and ever. When we went
back to England, that'd bring the curtain down short and
sharp ... not that there are any women in Enkendaal;
none to speak of any way."
The last denial, spoken with a forced easiness, showed
to Lewis the direction of Ballater's thoughts; but Julie's
name, which a swift impulse prompted him to speak, was
checked on his lips by a momentary tension of his whole
being, a shock of self-discovery, that made it impossible
to speak of her. And it would have been ridiculous to be
angry, he told himself after a little while, for over Ballater's
mind thoughts of women passed like sunlight over water on
a variable day, and, even if it had been Julie of whom he had
been thinking, already he had ceased to think of her and
was saying in the anxious tone of a master of the cere-
monies that, if the Baroness was out, they must turn down
the corners of their cards. But how many cards should
they leave? The Baroness; her stepdaughter, Sophie; the
old man himself—Ballater began to count them, "Oh,
and Julie, too, I suppose. You know," he added, "they
have their own etiquette in this place. We ought to have
found out the details before we came."

